
Al-Ahram coverage of the 1973 Arab-Israeli War: “The comprehensive 
battle which the Egyptian Army began yesterday morning continues to 
pick up pace” (October 15, 1973) 
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Access over 140 years of Egypt’s most authoritative and influential newspaper

Founded in 1875, Al-Ahram (الأهرام  , “The Pyramids”) is one of the most prominent Arabic newspapers 
in the Middle East, including its legacy as Egypt’s most authoritative and influential national daily. It 
is one of the most important newspapers in the Arab world with a circulation of over 1 million, having 
established itself as a high-quality journalistic venture during the mid-20th century.

Regarded as “the register of contemporary life” in Egypt by Taha Hussein—the acclaimed “Dean of 
Arabic Literature”—the Al-Ahram daily newspaper reaches across the political, social, economic and 
cultural scope of the nation in its reporting. After President Nasser nationalized the Egyptian press in 
1960, Al-Ahram readers generally considered the paper the de facto voice of the central government.

Al-Ahram has long featured contributions from many of the Arab world’s most important literary 
figures and intellectuals: Naguib Mahfouz, Edward Said, Yusuf Idris, Taha Hussein, Ahmed Lutfi el-
Sayed, and Azmi Bishara among them, as well as nationalist leaders such as Mustafa Kamil and Saad 
Zaghlul. Influential forward-leaning contemporary writers such as Sabah Hamamou are also affiliated 
with the paper.

The newspaper over its history successfully expanded to circulate newswire content from sources 
from around the world, and Al-Ahram prints international editions published in Europe and the United 
States. Arabic-language editions of the daily are published in Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the 
U.A.E. Its publishing house of the same name is the largest publisher in Egypt with content produced 
in the Arabic, English, and French languages.
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Al-Ahram has offered the authoritative register of Egyptian life and politics for over 140 years. For 
much of its existence, it was the Middle East’s most-circulated Arabic language daily newspaper. 
This stemmed from its reputation for quality and accuracy—backed up by powerful in-house news 
research functions—and an ambitious push to be on the forefront of publishing technology.

Bringing a world view from a uniquely Egyptian standpoint, Al-Ahram was also considered a 
voice of the Egyptian state throughout much of its history. Its coverage summed up all parts 
of Egyptian news coverage, including economy, sports, Egyptology, the arts, and Egypt’s 
critically important cinematic presence. Foreign press considered Al-Ahram’s conclusions on 
national politics as the first-to-cite on pressing matters coming out of the Middle East.

The paper was the first in that region of the globe to thoroughly modernize its press and publishing 
mechanisms, bringing computerized automation during the 1970s to accommodate Al-Ahram’s 
international importance. With its political news columns and editorials closely watched throughout 
the world, and adding solid foreign correspondents to its staff, the paper was often cited as the 
source of the most dependable information coming out of Cairo.

• News, Opinions (Editorials, Op-eds)
• Features – Life and Style, Theater, Cinema, Art, Literature, Short Stories
• Entertainment and Sports – Domestic and international, including coverage of football and boxing
• Advertisements

Historical Reach and Research Available from the Al-Ahram 
Digital Archive

The Al-Ahram Digital Archive delivers the phenomenal legacy of Egyptian modern 
history and publishing with over 600,000 pages of newsprint, including full page-level 
digitization, complete original graphics, and searchable text.
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The Al-Ahram Digital Archive features an innovative and user-friendly interface 
that allows users to discover a wealth of Egyptian and world history. With over 
600,000 pages of newsprint, researchers can browse, search and view content 
from this valuable resource, including thousands of articles, photos, illustrations, 
maps and advertisements.

• English and Arabic interfaces
• Full-image/full-text content, with full page-level digitization, complete original 

graphics, and searchable text, including text within advertisements
• Simple and advanced search options
• Download or print articles in high resolution
• Crowd-sourced OCR enhancement functionality for registered users

The Al-Ahram Digital Archive offers scholars the most comprehensive collection 
available for this title and contains all obtainable published issues from 1875 to 
2018, with an additional year’s worth of content added on an annual basis.

Visit www.eastview.com/al-ahram for  
more information or to request a free trial.

Researching the Al-Ahram Digital Archive

Key Features:

The Al-Ahram Digital Archive is a part of the East View Global Press Archive®, which 
is the result of a landmark initiative of Stanford Libraries and the Hoover Institution 
Library & Archives to digitally preserve and make more accessible thousands of 
original print newspaper publications collected by the Hoover Institution and now 
housed by Stanford Libraries. For more information, visit www.eastview.com/gpa.



Acquire the Al-Ahram Digital Archive for a one-time 
purchase plus an annual maintenance fee.  

Contact your East View account representative or 
email info@eastview.com for a free trial or quote.
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