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Neva (Нева, Neva) is one of Russia’s most prominent “thick journals,” published
monthly in St. Petersburg since April 1955. Founded as the official organ of the
Leningrad Writers’ Organization, Neva quickly established itself as a central platform
for Soviet and post-Soviet literature, history, and public thought. Over the decades, it
has brought together many of the country’s most important voices in prose, poetry,
criticism, and public affairs.

Among its contributors were Mikhail Zoshchenko, Mikhail Sholokhov, Veniamin
Kaverin, Lev Gumilyov, Dmitry Likhachov, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Daniil Granin, the
Strugatsky brothers, Vladimir Dudintsev, and Vasil Bykaŭ. A number of works first
published in Neva went on to receive State Prizes and wide recognition, including
Dudintsev’s novel White Robes. The journal was also one of the first in the USSR to
introduce readers to Robert Conquest’s The Great Terror and Arthur Koestler’s
Darkness at Noon.

While grounded in the traditions of St. Petersburg literary culture, Neva has
consistently balanced classic and emerging voices, Russian and émigré literature,
fiction and documentary prose. Its sections—ranging from “Prose and Poetry” to
“History of the Present,” “Criticism and Essays,” and “Petersburg Book World”—have
offered readers both creative works and unique historical testimony, including
valuable archival discoveries.
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About the Archive

The Neva Digital Archive offers scholars the complete run of Neva from its first issue
in 1955, with an additional year’s worth of content added on an annual basis.
Featuring full page-level digitization and complete original graphics, each issue has
been carefully digitized and split into individual articles with permanent URLs,
making it easier for researchers to create accurate citations in their work.

The archive features a user-friendly bilingual interface in Russian and English,
making it accessible to researchers worldwide. The searchable database enables
efficient access to seventy years of Russian cultural, intellectual, and literary life,
preserved in its original context.
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More about the Soviet “Thick Journals”

The famed Soviet tolstye zhurnaly, or “thick journals,” were significant platforms for literary and intellectual discourse. These
journals served multiple roles:

They acted as repositories of high culture, preserving the intellectual and literary achievements of the era. Given the limited
avenues for independent publishing, these journals were the primary platforms where established and emerging writers could
reach an audience.

State-Controlled Outlets. While they were crucial platforms for intellectual and artistic expression, it’s important to remember
that these journals were often used to propagate official ideologies, and the works published in them usually underwent rigorous
censorship.

Academic Importance. For academics studying the Soviet period, tolstye zhurnaly offer a valuable glimpse into the state-
sanctioned intellectual climate of the time. They provide context for how literature and intellectual thought evolved under
different political and social conditions.

Catalysts for Change. During more liberal periods, such as the Khrushchev Thaw and the perestroika years, tolstye zhurnaly
could act as catalysts for change, pushing the boundaries of what was acceptable to discuss and publish.

Tolstye zhurnaly such as Neva played a complex and multifaceted role in Soviet intellectual and literary life. They were not
merely publications but institutions that shaped and were shaped by the cultural, intellectual, and political currents of their time.
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