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Parliamentary Election, 2026

The parliamentary election held in Hungary on April 12, 2026, marked a major turning point in the country’s political history.
After sixteen years in power under Prime Minister Viktor Orban, the governing Fidesz party was defeated by the center-right
Tisza Party, led by Péter Magyar, a former Orban ally who had become one of his most prominent critics. Tisza won 141 seats,
securing just over 70 percent of the seats in parliament. Voter turnout approached 80 percent, reflecting the exceptional public
interest in the election and its consequences for Hungary's political and economic direction.

The election also attracted close international attention. Observers criticized the unequal conditions under which the campaign
was conducted, including the governing party’s advantages, the use of public resources for partisan purposes, favorable media
coverage of the government, and weaknesses in campaign-finance regulation. Nevertheless, the voting resulted in a peaceful
transfer of power. The election therefore provides an important case study of how a long-established governing party can lose
office through a competitive national vote without a rupture in the constitutional system.

Hungary Parliamentary Election 2026 preserves a detailed documentary record of how the election was organized, contested,
communicated, and recorded. The collection contains 217 cataloged records, including 75 documents from Hungary’s National
Election Office. These official materials include guides and handbooks for election officials, information for international
observers, voting instructions, candidate and party-list forms, mandates, declarations, and documents used by polling and vote-
counting bodies.

The collection also includes 43 tabular datasets covering candidates, constituency and party-list results, polling-station protocols,
county reconciliation records, participation figures, and final voter-turnout data. Together, these materials allow researchers to
examine the administrative structure of the election and connect campaign activity with official results.

Campaign materials form another important part of the collection. They include election programs, party statutes, special
election issues of newspapers and magazines, booklets, leaflets, flyers, and 93 social-media posts. The materials represent
Fidesz, Tisza, the Democratic Coalition, Our Homeland Movement, and the Hungarian Two-Tailed Dog Party. Twenty-seven
printed items were collected directly by an East View researcher at party headquarters in Budapest, preserving materials that
might otherwise have disappeared shortly after the election.

The collection is particularly valuable for research on democratic transition, electoral administration, political communication,
populism, nationalism, European integration, and the influence of the war in Ukraine on Hungarian domestic politics. By bringing
together official records, campaign publications, social-media messages, visual materials, and detailed results, it enables
researchers to study how competing parties defined the stakes of the election, appealed to different groups of voters, and
mobilized public support during a historic transfer of power.

The materials are primarily in Hungarian, with English-language descriptions and selected official documentation in English.
For more information or trial access, please contact info@eastview.com or visit https://www.eastview.com/request-trial
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