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For many young adults, September marks the start of the school year. Campus 
residences and college towns quickly gain new residents as students move in. 
Although students may be a transient population, their numbers are crucial to 
understanding the changing needs of local communities. During census years, 
researchers and policymakers gain a snapshot of where students live. For example, 
under the U.S. Census Residence Criteria, students are counted based on their 
“usual residence,” defined as the place where they live and sleep most of the time. 
Students who live on campus or in off-campus housing during the academic year 
are therefore counted at their college addresses.

Accurate student counts are also important in many other countries. In Brazil, 
college students who move to another city for university and live there for most 
of the year (in a rented apartment or a dormitory) are counted at that student 
residence. Brazil’s long-form questionnaire also asks for the municipality and state 
where each student attends school to help track commuting patterns. Similarly, 
Japan’s census counts college students where they actually live while attending 
school, rather than at their parents’ or family home, and also collects commuting 
data for students. South Africa’s official statistical methodology defines usual 
residence as the geographic place where a person lived an average of four nights 
per week during the previous six months. Students are therefore counted in their 
institutional households or private lodgings.

Although students may be a transient population, 
their numbers are crucial to understanding the 
changing needs of local communities.
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Top: Japan, 2020. Statistical Maps. Worker & Student Commutes, p. 5. 
https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-2664752.1.5 

Bottom: South Africa, 2001. Life Cycle Stages, p. 31.  
https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-2580683BO.1.31
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Researchers using the Global Census Archive can find education-related data such as the population of college towns, the number of 
students in higher education, and student commuting patterns. GCA presents the official census publications from around the world 
on a research-ready platform in PDF, XLS, and GIS formats where available. Together, these data allow researchers to explore how 
higher education influences population distribution, mobility, and local community development.

Further reading on census and colleges: 

	� “2020 Population Census Explanation of Terms,” Statistics Japan: https://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/kokusei/2020/pdf/exp.pdf

	� “College Towns Depend on Accurate Count of Students Living in Area,” U.S. Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/
stories/2020/01/student-housing-off-campus-with-parents-college-students-count-2020-census.html

	� “Final 2020 Census Residence Criteria and Residence Situations,” Federal Register: https://www.federalregister.gov/
documents/2018/02/08/2018-02370/final-2020-census-residence-criteria-and-residence-situations

	� “Who is Counted,” Censo 2022: https://censo2022.ibge.gov.br/en/about/who-is-counted.html
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The East View Global Census Archive® (GCA) is an innovative program to collect official data and publications issued by the national 
census authorities of more than 200 countries, from the early 19th century to the present day, providing a key resource for scholars and 
analysts to find current and historical census data to support critical research into our changing world. GCA provides a single platform 
experience to explore the world’s census publications: all countries and regions, the complete depth of published census materials, 
including original census publications in e-book form, as well as modern tabular data in Excel format and GIS files for advanced users.
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Left to right: Singapore, 2020. Statistical Report 2. Full Report, p. 45. https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-2495158BO.1.45; Macau, 2021. Census Results. Revised Version, p. 19. https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-2649219BO.1.19; 
Brazil, 2010. Enumerator’s Manual, p. 71. https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-2387612BO.1.71
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