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Russia, 2020. General Census Information. Infographics. Healthy
Lifestyles. https:/gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-1418804B0.1.1
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Russia, 2020. Yaroslavl Region. Census Results. Infographics. v09.
Birth Rate. https:/gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-1417271B0.1.3

Russia’s demographic challenges have been making headlines again, with
new figures confirming that the country’s population decline is not only
continuing but accelerating. The government recently launched what it calls a
“demographic special forces unit” to coordinate family policy and demographic
measures at the regional level. Expanded cash payments, tax breaks, and other
pro-natalist incentives are being offered in the hopes of encouraging larger
families, but analysts are skeptical that these will be enough to reverse long-
term trends. The labor ministry has warned of a looming shortfall of up to 11
million workers by 2030 as retirements, war losses, and outward migration
hollow out the workforce.

In 2024 the country recorded its lowest annual births since 1999,
while mortality remained high. This natural decrease, combined
with low fertility, causes mounting concerns in Moscow.

Accessing Critical Demographic Data
With Global Census Archive

At the same time, Russia’s statistics agency has sharply curtailed the release of
demographic data. Monthly updates on births, deaths, marriages, and divorces
have been discontinued, and regional mortality tables are no longer publicly
available. While officials frame these restrictions as a matter of state security,
the effect has been to obscure the true scale of the crisis. For researchers and
policymakers alike, this lack of transparency raises serious questions about the
severity and trajectory of the demographic decline.
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Further reading on Russia’s demographic trends:

®m “Russia’s Birth Rate Plunges to 200-Year Low,"” The Moscow Times: https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/04/14/russias-birth-
rate-plunges-to-200-year-low-a88709

®m “Russia Faces A Future Labor Shortage, Which War Makes More Complex,”: Forbes Magazine: https://www.forbes.com/sites/
ilanberman/2025/08/12/russia-faces-a-future-labor-shortage-which-war-makes-more-complex/

® “Russia Limits Access to Key Economic and Demographic Data Amid Downturn Concerns,” The Moscow Times:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/08/01/russia-limits-access-to-key-economic-and-demographic-data-amid-downturn-
concerns-a90068

A The East View Global Census Archive® (GCA) is an innovative program to collect official data and publications issued by the national
Global census authorities of more than 200 countries, from the early 19th century to the present day, providing a key resource for scholars and
CENSUS analysts to find current and historical census data to support critical research into our changing world. GCA provides a single platform
Archive experience to explore the world's census publications: all countries and regions, the complete depth of published census materials,

including original census publications in e-book form, as well as modern tabular data in Excel format and GIS files for advanced users.

Visit www.eastview.com/gca for more information on Global Census Archive
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