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A newsletter from East View highlighting census data from around the world

The data gathered from the census can inform various policies, such as those related to taxation or apportionment. One of the most 
prominent applications of census data is in policymaking for public health. At a very basic level, providing accurate data on population 
density can be used to identify risk areas with high mortality rates, decide the location and provision of healthcare facilities, allocation 
of resources for areas with an aging population. 

When used in conjunction with other surveys, census data can provide the baseline for addressing disparities 
in health outcomes based on income, race, ethnicity, disability, and educational attainment.

Use the Global Census Archive 
to Find a Wealth of Public Health-
Related Data

Take for instance a 2015 study on maternal mortality in rural southern 
Tanzania that used 2007 census data to assess pregnancy-related 
mortality. The research concluded that deaths due to direct causes 
of maternal mortality were strongly related to distance to a hospital. 
Similarly, a 2018 study conducted in Japan addressed the disparity in the 
number of urban and rural physicians in Japan using the municipality 
data from 1995, 2005, and 2015 censuses and cross-referencing it with 
the data from the Survey of Physicians, Dentists and Pharmacists in 
1994, 2004 and 2014. The results demonstrated that only 23.0% of 
hospital physicians younger than 40 years old were retained in the most 
rural municipalities between 1994 and 2004, forecasting a shortage of 
physicians in rural Japan.
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Read on below for more information on health-related data in GCA
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Research the world’s populations – GCA includes nearly 2,300 censuses from 
over 220 countries.

HOW IS CENSUS DATA USED FOR PUBLIC 
HEALTH RESEARCH AND POLICY?

https://www.eastview.com/resources/e-collections/gca/


Global Census Archive Spotlight

Visit www.eastview.com/gca for more information on Global Census Archive

With its expansive coverage, Global Census Archive provides research tools for historical and comparative analysis of public health-
related data. Users can easily conduct a full-image, full-text search for indicators within their area of focus and cross-tabulate the 
data for different census rounds or regions. This enables researchers to uncover trends, draw meaningful comparisons, and generate 
insights that inform public health policies and interventions.
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Global 
CENSUS 
Archive

The East View Global Census Archive® (GCA) is an innovative program to collect official data and publications issued by the national 
census authorities of more than 175 countries, from the early 19th century to the present day, providing a key resource for scholars and 
analysts to find current and historical census data to support critical research into our changing world. GCA provides a single platform 
experience to explore the world’s census publications: all countries and regions, the complete depth of published census materials, 
including original census publications in e-book form, as well as modern tabular data in Excel format and GIS files for advanced users.

September 2024

Left to right: Infant mortality charts from Peru 2017 and Peru 2007 census results.
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