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Over the past century, traditional patterns of marriage, parenthood, and family 
life have evolved significantly. Family structures common in the 19th century 
are no longer the global norm, shaped in large part by women’s increased 
participation in the labor force, rising levels of educational attainment, and 
growing acceptance of diverse family forms, including same-sex marriage. While 
cultural artefacts such as film, television, and literature reflect shifting attitudes 
toward marriage and family, global census data reveals the structural realities 
and demographic shifts underlying these cultural narratives.

Across many countries, marriage rates have declined sharply compared with a century ago. In the mid-20th century, marriage was 
a near-universal milestone of adulthood; today, fewer people marry, and those who do tend to marry later in life. For example, in 
many OECD member countries, the average age at first marriage rose from 25 to 32 for women and from 28 to 34 for men. Another 
widespread demographic shift is the global decline in fertility rates. In Latin America and the Caribbean, for instance, the average 
number of births per woman fell from 5.8 in 1950 to an estimated 1.8 in 2025.

Whether examining fertility rates, divorce patterns, or 
cohabitation trends, global census data records how family 
behaviors change over time and differ across societies. 

Left: Bermuda, 1960. Census Report, Statistical Tables, p. 57.  
https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-2394863BO.1.58

Right: Ecuador, 2022. Population Tables. Marital Status, Table No. 1. 
https://gca.eastview.com/2680085YO

WHAT CENSUSES TELL ABOUT CHANGING 
FAMILY DYNAMICS

Tabla N°: 1 
Nombre de la tabla: Población de 12 años o más  por estado conyugal, según provincia y área de residencia
Fuente: VIII Censo de Población y VII de Vivienda 
Elaboración: Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Censos (INEC) - Componente de Metodología y Análisis – CPV 2022 
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Unida/o Separada/o Divorciada/o Viuda/o Casada/o Soltera/o

Total Nacional Total Nacional 13,594,039 2,452,354 542,367 453,755 531,589 3,699,368 5,914,606
Total Nacional Urbana 8,659,262 1,447,802 352,677 341,250 327,112 2,321,101 3,869,320
Total Nacional Rural 4,934,777 1,004,552 189,690 112,505 204,477 1,378,267 2,045,286
Azuay Total Azuay 653,001 70,617 14,012 33,384 29,466 225,582 279,940
Azuay Urbana 349,337 35,375 6,696 22,527 13,480 121,294 149,965
Azuay Rural 303,664 35,242 7,316 10,857 15,986 104,288 129,975
Bolívar Total Bolívar 160,887 21,854 3,820 5,288 7,445 48,805 73,675
Bolívar Urbana 52,721 6,742 1,373 2,838 2,189 15,428 24,151
Bolívar Rural 108,166 15,112 2,447 2,450 5,256 33,377 49,524
Cañar Total Cañar 180,452 21,000 5,460 7,896 10,144 62,523 73,429
Cañar Urbana 80,735 9,255 2,561 4,564 3,743 26,520 34,092
Cañar Rural 99,717 11,745 2,899 3,332 6,401 36,003 39,337
Carchi Total Carchi 142,199 17,778 3,129 5,141 5,891 45,734 64,526
Carchi Urbana 73,114 7,907 1,707 3,600 2,950 23,863 33,087
Carchi Rural 69,085 9,871 1,422 1,541 2,941 21,871 31,439
Cotopaxi Total Cotopaxi 376,552 45,975 9,618 11,215 16,808 138,108 154,828
Cotopaxi Urbana 125,777 15,918 3,327 5,812 4,509 42,968 53,243
Cotopaxi Rural 250,775 30,057 6,291 5,403 12,299 95,140 101,585
Chimborazo Total Chimborazo 384,801 29,897 7,596 14,712 20,139 151,902 160,555
Chimborazo Urbana 185,288 16,368 4,157 10,571 7,595 63,959 82,638
Chimborazo Rural 199,513 13,529 3,439 4,141 12,544 87,943 77,917
El Oro Total El Oro 573,781 121,240 22,228 19,019 22,516 136,758 252,020
El Oro Urbana 451,525 90,382 17,254 16,562 17,505 108,707 201,115
El Oro Rural 122,256 30,858 4,974 2,457 5,011 28,051 50,905
Esmeraldas Total Esmeraldas 416,523 117,956 16,483 6,710 11,536 50,464 213,374
Esmeraldas Urbana 190,456 43,714 6,584 4,521 5,936 26,900 102,801
Esmeraldas Rural 226,067 74,242 9,899 2,189 5,600 23,564 110,573
Guayas Total Guayas 3,515,147 725,078 183,713 89,250 134,582 798,543 1,583,981
Guayas Urbana 3,011,723 567,696 148,852 85,058 114,320 720,048 1,375,749
Guayas Rural 503,424 157,382 34,861 4,192 20,262 78,495 208,232
Imbabura Total Imbabura 385,235 39,759 9,500 16,687 16,241 133,735 169,313
Imbabura Urbana 204,497 20,403 5,114 11,798 8,196 67,748 91,238
Imbabura Rural 180,738 19,356 4,386 4,889 8,045 65,987 78,075
Loja Total Loja 394,847 39,985 7,692 15,275 18,902 136,724 176,269
Loja Urbana 238,308 22,160 4,703 12,213 9,239 81,517 108,476
Loja Rural 156,539 17,825 2,989 3,062 9,663 55,207 67,793
Los Ríos Total Los Ríos 702,214 201,249 46,165 10,627 26,345 99,311 318,517
Los Ríos Urbana 380,347 92,556 24,951 7,942 14,324 62,889 177,685
Los Ríos Rural 321,867 108,693 21,214 2,685 12,021 36,422 140,832
Manabí Total Manabí 1,272,771 337,602 72,802 26,765 53,527 265,657 516,418
Manabí Urbana 743,000 160,721 40,378 21,830 30,731 170,937 318,403
Manabí Rural 529,771 176,881 32,424 4,935 22,796 94,720 198,015
Morona Santiago Total Morona Santiago 135,787 35,355 5,283 3,888 4,090 28,354 58,817
Morona Santiago Urbana 48,372 8,601 1,803 2,519 1,549 12,173 21,727
Morona Santiago Rural 87,415 26,754 3,480 1,369 2,541 16,181 37,090
Napo Total Napo 98,468 20,417 3,025 2,523 2,774 28,232 41,497
Napo Urbana 35,057 6,455 1,209 1,635 966 8,989 15,803
Napo Rural 63,411 13,962 1,816 888 1,808 19,243 25,694
Pastaza Total Pastaza 82,230 17,849 2,349 3,224 2,364 21,150 35,294
Pastaza Urbana 30,337 4,983 809 1,693 961 8,625 13,266
Pastaza Rural 51,893 12,866 1,540 1,531 1,403 12,525 22,028

Provincia y área de residencia Número total de 
personas 

Estado conyugal

Left: Brazil, 2000. Census Results. Fertility, Marital Status, p. 42. https://gca.eastview.
com/CENSUS-2387768BO.1.42

Right: Azerbaijan, 2009. Census Results. v01, p. 15. https://gca.eastview.com/
CENSUS-2455256BO.1.15
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Marriage between a man and a woman is no longer the only recognized 
family form. Long-term partnerships without formal marriage and 
cohabitation have become increasingly common, and as of 2025, more 
than 35 countries recognize same-sex marriage, either through full 
legalization or the recognition of civil unions. At the same time, marriage 
is no longer a prerequisite for parenthood: a growing share of children 
are born outside marriage, and single-parent households are becoming 
more prevalent.

Whether examining fertility rates, divorce patterns, or cohabitation trends, 
global census data records how family behaviors change over time and 
differ across societies. The Global Census Archive provides researchers 
with an unparalleled resource for exploring these dynamics. By bringing 
together historical census publications, the latest census results, and GIS 
data in a single, research-friendly platform, the Global Census Archive 
enables deeper and more comparative demographic analysis.

Further reading on census and family trends: 

	� “5 facts about global fertility trends,” Pew Research Center: https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/08/15/5-facts-
about-global-fertility-trends/

	� “Bye-Bye Marriage, Hello Cohabitation,” Joseph Chamie. Global Issues: Social, Political, Economic and Environmental Issues that 
Affect Us All: https://www.globalissues.org/news/2025/05/14/39850

	� “Marriages and Divorces,”: https://ourworldindata.org/marriages-and-divorces

	� Society at a Glance 2024: OECD Social Indicators: Marriage and Divorce: https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/society-at-a-
glance-2024_918d8db3-en/full-report/marriage-and-divorce_63dd0a7d.html#indicator-d1e9021-8cd0a55a48
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Visit www.eastview.com/gca for more information on Global Census Archive
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The East View Global Census Archive® (GCA) is an innovative program to collect official data and publications issued by the national 
census authorities of more than 200 countries, from the early 19th century to the present day, providing a key resource for scholars and 
analysts to find current and historical census data to support critical research into our changing world. GCA provides a single platform 
experience to explore the world’s census publications: all countries and regions, the complete depth of published census materials, 
including original census publications in e-book form, as well as modern tabular data in Excel format and GIS files for advanced users.

February 2026

Top Left: Cuba, 1919. Census Results. English Language, p. 341. https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-2426027BO.1.424

Top Right: Côte d’Ivoire, 1998. Census Results. Analysis Report. no05. Marital Status, p. 10. https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-
2456255BO.1.15

Bottom Left: Bangladesh, 2011. Population Analyses. v13. Marriage, p. 32. https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-2430210BO.1.32

Bottom Right: Philippines, 2020. Press Releases. Marriage, p. 1. https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-2658868BO.1.1
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