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WHAT CENSUSES TELL ABOUT CHANGING
FAMILY DYNAMICS

Over the past century, traditional patterns of marriage, parenthood, and family
life have evolved significantly. Family structures common in the 19th century
are no longer the global norm, shaped in large part by women'’s increased
participation in the labor force, rising levels of educational attainment, and
growing acceptance of diverse family forms, including same-sex marriage. While
cultural artefacts such as film, television, and literature reflect shifting attitudes
toward marriage and family, global census data reveals the structural realities
and demographic shifts underlying these cultural narratives.

Whether examining fertility rates, divorce patterns, or
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Across many countries, marriage rates have declined sharply compared with a century ago. In the mid-20th century, marriage was
a near-universal milestone of adulthood; today, fewer people marry, and those who do tend to marry later in life. For example, in
many OECD member countries, the average age at first marriage rose from 25 to 32 for women and from 28 to 34 for men. Another
widespread demographic shift is the global decline in fertility rates. In Latin America and the Caribbean, for instance, the average
number of births per woman fell from 5.8 in 1950 to an estimated 1.8 in 2025.
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Left: Bermuda, 1960. Census Report, Statistical Tables, p. 57.
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Right: Ecuador, 2022. Population Tables. Marital Status, Table No. 1.
https://gca.eastview.com/2680085Y0
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February 2026 Global Census Archive Spotlight

Marriage between a man and a woman is no longer the only recognized
family form. Long-term partnerships without formal marriage and
cohabitation have become increasingly common, and as of 2025, more
than 35 countries recognize same-sex marriage, either through full
legalization or the recognition of civil unions. At the same time, marriage
is no longer a prerequisite for parenthood: a growing share of children
are born outside marriage, and single-parent households are becoming
more prevalent.

Whether examining fertility rates, divorce patterns, or cohabitation trends,
global census data records how family behaviors change over time and
differ across societies. The Global Census Archive provides researchers

PRESS RELEASE with an unparalleled resource for exploring these dynamics. By bringing
eI s ne; together historical census publications, the latest census results, and GIS
I data in a single, research-friendly platform, the Global Census Archive

enables deeper and more comparative demographic analysis.

Top Left: Cuba, 1919. Census Results. English Language, p. 341. https:/gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-2426027B0.1.424

Top Right: Cote d'lvoire, 1998. Census Results. Analysis Report. no05. Marital Status, p. 10. https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-
2456255B0.1.15

Bottom Left: Bangladesh, 2011. Population Analyses. v13. Marriage, p. 32. https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-2430210B0.1.32
Bottom Right: Philippines, 2020. Press Releases. Marriage, p. 1. https://gca.eastview.com/CENSUS-2658868B0. 1.1

Further reading on census and family trends:

m "5 facts about global fertility trends,” Pew Research Center: https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/08/15/5-facts-
about-global-fertility-trends/

®m “Bye-Bye Marriage, Hello Cohabitation,” Joseph Chamie. Global Issues: Social, Political, Economic and Environmental Issues that
Affect Us All: https://www.globalissues.org/news/2025/05/14/39850

® “Marriages and Divorces,”: https://ourworldindata.org/marriages-and-divorces

® Society at a Glance 2024: OECD Social Indicators: Marriage and Divorce: https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/society-at-a-
glance-2024 918d8db3-en/full-report/marriage-and-divorce 63dd0a7d.html#indicator-d1e9021-8cd0a55a48

A The East View Global Census Archive® (GCA) is an innovative program to collect official data and publications issued by the national
Global census authorities of more than 200 countries, from the early 19th century to the present day, providing a key resource for scholars and
CENSUS analysts to find current and historical census data to support critical research into our changing world. GCA provides a single platform
Archive experience to explore the world's census publications: all countries and regions, the complete depth of published census materials,

including original census publications in e-book form, as well as modern tabular data in Excel format and GIS files for advanced users.

Visit www.eastview.com/gca for more information on Global Census Archive
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