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INDIA'S AMBITIOUS CENSUS PLAN: COUNTING
BILLIONS IN NINE MONTHS

India’s 16th national census (the 8th since independence) is scheduled for 2027, after a six-year delay due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The forthcoming census is already shaping up to be one of the most ambitious in the country’s long history. The census is set to be
conducted in two phases, culminating on March 1, 2027. With 3.5 million workers surveying over 240 million households, it will be
the largest peacetime digital data collection effort. The use of mobile apps and a self-enumeration portal is expected to speed up
results—delivered within nine months—uwhile improving accuracy, transparency, and public participation.

India’s upcoming census is set to be transformative, combining cutting-edge digital tools with a major policy
shift: the inclusion of caste data for the first time in more than 70 years.
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For the world's most populated country, an accurate census
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Further reading on India’s next census:

®m “India will soon start its delayed census, including asking questions about caste”: https://apnews.com/article/india-census-caste-
politics-bihar-welfare-population-2a49a372c4f9bd79c4b0a11ed514c8a2

® “Census data to be ready within nine months? Govt bets on tech to speed up 2027 exercise”: https://economictimes.
indiatimes.com/news/india/census-data-to-be-ready-within-nine-months-govt-bets-on-tech-to-speed-up-2027-exercise/
articleshow/121796381.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm medium=text&utm campaign=cppst

B “Key facts as India surpasses China as the world’s most populous country”: https://www.pewresearch.org/short-
reads/2023/02/09/key-facts-as-india-surpasses-china-as-the-worlds-most-populous-country

A The East View Global Census Archive® (GCA) is an innovative program to collect official data and publications issued by the national
Global census authorities of more than 200 countries, from the early 19th century to the present day, providing a key resource for scholars and
CENSUS analysts to find current and historical census data to support critical research into our changing world. GCA provides a single platform
Archive experience to explore the world's census publications: all countries and regions, the complete depth of published census materials,

including original census publications in e-book form, as well as modern tabular data in Excel format and GIS files for advanced users.

Visit www.eastview.com/gca for more information on Global Census Archive
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