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OVERVIEW AND BACKGROUND

The All-Union Population Census of 1970 had a larger agenda than the previous two censuses of 1939 and 1959.
For the first time, random questioning was used to collect necessary information. Two questionnaires were
introduced. The first included 11 queries while the second, answered by every fourth household, had only seven.
Those working only at home or at a private land plot filled out another questionnaire so that the authorities could
gauge the number of people outside the public production sphere. In some large cities working people and students
filled out special forms indicating the commuting time to work or educational establishment.
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