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About the Newspaper

Pravda (or “Truth”) was the official voice of Soviet communism and the Central Committee of the
Communist Party between 1918 and 1991. Founded in 1912 in St. Petersburg, Russia, Pravda
originated as an underground, daily workers' newspaper, and soon became the main newspaper
of the revolutionary wing of the Russian socialist movement.

From 1912 to 1914, Pravda was subjected to constant persecution, fines, penalties, and
prohibitions by the government. To avoid censorship and forced closures, the name of the
newspaper changed eight times. In 1914 when the Russian Empire entered World War |, the
Russian government moved to close down all subversive newspapers and military censorship was
reimposed.

After February 1917, when Tsar Nicholas Il was deposed and replaced by the Provisional
Government, Pravda became the official organ of the Bolshevik Central Committee and was
allowed to reopen. When Lenin strongly condemned the Provisional Government and editorials in
Pravda soon called the government “counter-revolutionary”, Pravda was once again subject to
censorship and was forced to change names, as in tsarist times.

When the Bolsheviks seized power during the October Revolution in 1917, Pravda became the
official publication, or “organ”, of the Soviet Communist Party.

Throughout the Soviet era, party members were obligated to read Pravda. The paper’s primary role
was to deliver the official line of the Central Committee of the CPSU.

Pravdaremained the official voice of Soviet communism up until 1991, when Boris Yeltsin signed a
decree closing Pravda down. After the collapse of the USSR, nationalist and communist
journalists intermittently published a print newspaper and an online newspaper under the
name Pravda. Today, Pravda represents the oppositional stance of the Communist Party in the

Russian Federation.
7 Nov 1917
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Stalin, one of Pravda’s

earlier editors, said,

“The press is the only instrument
whereby the party can speak
daily and hourly with the workers
in its own language.”
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Why Pravda is Important to Researchers Today

Pravda has been a newspaper of record since the dawn of the Soviet era, and remains a
prominent news source in today’s Russia. With access to over 90 years of valuable primary-source
material, researchers now have the means to search through the chief chronicle of Russian and
Soviet history, from the beginnings of the Russian Revolution through World War I, the Cold
War, the fall of the Soviet Union, and everything in between. Just as news articles can subtlely
reveal changes in society, Pravda delivers insight to cultural and historical changes during its
publication through the entire Soviet era and beyond.

As the Soviet state newspaper and central source of information and education, Pravda offered
well-written articles and analyses on science, economics, cultural topics and literature, as well as
communist theory. Conceived for the mass proletariat, Pravda was accessible to everyone and was
the premiere example of a new style of mass media and official literary Russian.

Lenin, as leader of the Bolshevik Party, wanted a newspaper to air differences and debates,
reporting not only on local struggles, but also presenting commentary on the central political and
theoretical questions facing communism. As an important contributor to the newspaper, Lenin wrote
articles and provided direction to the editors. Pravdasignificantly shaped public opinion through its
mass reach, using militant slogans, tales of heroic feats of production, and denunciation of class
enemies.

Average Soviet workers were also able to voice their opinions in the pages of Pravda. They wrote
to the newspaper with reports on daily life or complaints about shoddy consumer goods, public
wrongs, or difficulties with bureaucracy. Many of the articles publicized labor activism and exposed
the working conditions in Russian factories.

The unprecedented level of access made possible by the Pravda Digital Archive offers views essential
to understanding the span of Soviet history, from purges to thaws, and from all segments of
society. From one easy search, this primary source offers a rich repository for researchers of
language, history, international relations, economics, social sciences, and so much more.
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Now the Soviet newspaper of record is available online in

a complete archive, in full-text and full-image
East View has created an online, digital and searchable archive of Pravda, from its inception in 1912.

1912, 1613, 1944, 1917, 1818, 1918, 1920, 1921, 1832, 1923, 1924, 1825,
1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1831, 1932, 1033, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937,
1928, 1939, 1040, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1044, 1945, 1046, 1947, 10948, 1949,
1950, 1951, 1953, 1953, 1954, 1955, 18956, 10957, 18258, 1959, 1960, 1861,
1962, 1962, 1964, 1065, 1968, 1967, 1968, 1060, 1070, 1971, 1972, 1973,
1974, 1975, 1076, 1977, 1978, 1978, 1980, 1981, 1887, 1933, 1984, 1985,

1956, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1950, 1991, 1992, 1953, 1594, 1995, 1996, 1997,

19498, 19949, 2000, 2001, 002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009
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The deep backfile of Pravdahas previously been difficult to access, very rarely in a complete collection
and only in microfilm or rare and fragile print. Pravda Digital Archiveencompasses this entire, vast archive.
East View has indexed the data and loaded full-image, text-searchable files onto its Universal Database
platform, allowing researchers to navigate and find the articles they need quickly and easily, and
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export images and text for use in other applications.

Users may also:
e Browse and view articles, up to 90 years after publication, in the original layout and design

The Pravda Digital Archive is full-image with text, so the convenience of browsing full pages is similar to working with
print originals, allowing users to browse, search and focus on graphic images and text.
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e Save, print or email content
»  Use powerful zoom tools to enhance reading

e Perform searches in Cyrillic or transliteration

e Reference permanent URLs for correct citations
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now accessible as never before
Find search results highlighted in

full text or retrieve the full-image
article.

With permanent URLs, a convenient Cyrillic virtual keyboard, the ability to search in
transliteration, and cross-search capability using the same robust platform as East View's Universal L

. . ] ] o ) While saving significant research
Databases, the Pravda Digital Archive benefits primary research while at the same time alleviating library time and effort. users can search

storage and shelf space needs, eliminating damage to hardcopy. and view article-level images and
full page images, page through
issues, and cross-search with other
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Ordering Information

Acquire the complete collection of the Pravda Digital A
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rchive for a one-time cost plus an annual

maintenance fee, which is waived with a current subscription to Pravdaonline or a current subscription

to East View's UDB of Russian Central Newspapers.

Any portion of the collection may also be acquired in sections.

Please contact your East View account representative or em

For more details

Download our online brochure at

ail info@eastview.com for a quote.

www.eastview.com/files/EastViewPravdaDigital Archive.pdf.

East View Information Services, Inc.

10601 Wayzata Boulevard Minneapolis, MN
55305-1515 USA Telephone: 1.952.252.1201

Fax: 1.952.252.1202
US Toll-free: 1.800.477.1005
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